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In recent collections from Guatemala and Panama 
there are two species of the genus Epidendrum which 
are apparently undescribed. 


Epidendrum Skutchii 4 mes, Hubbard & Schwein- 
Surth sp. nov. 

Herba fruticosa, gracilis. Radices crassae, elongatae. 
Folia prope ramorum apicem congesta, pauca, linearia 
vel lineari-lanceolata. Inflorescentiae laxae, pauciflorae, 
quam folia multo breviores; rhachis fractiflexa. Sepala 
lateralia lanceolato-elliptica vel lanceolato-ovalia, plus 
minusve obliqua. Sepalum dorsale oblanceolatum vel ob- 
lanceolato-ellipticum, obtusum. Petala oblanceolata vel 
oblongo-oblanceolata, acuta vel retusa. Labellum colum- 
nae valde adnatum, in circuitu late triangulari-ovatum, 
prope medium utrinque angustatum, retusum, basi corda- 
tum, marginibus crenulatis; discus callo elliptico magno 
centrali basi bisuleato ornatus. Columna superne dila- 
tata. Ovarium superne plus minusve vesiculatum. 

Plant tall, much branched, “‘bushy,’’ up to 120 cm. 
tall (fide collector). Roots fibrous, stout, elongate, spar- 
ingly branched, minutely cellular-papillose. Stems slen- 
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EXPLANATION OF ILLUSTRATION 


EpipENDRUM SkutTcuir drawn from alcoholic mate- 
rial of the type number. Flowers drawn natural 
size. 1, fruit natural size. 2, longitudinal section 
of lip showing the vesicle, enlarged. 3, the four 
pollinia much enlarged. 


Drawn November 1935 with the aid of the camera 
lucida by BLrancun Ames 
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der, woody, leafless below, but concealed by close tubular 
whitish sheaths. Leaves two to four clustered near the 
end of the branches, linear to linear-lanceolate, up to 
16.5 cm. long and 7 mm. wide, long-attenuate with an 
acute apex, subcoriaceous, slightly narrowed to a sessile 
base. Inflorescence racemose, few-flowered (up to five), 
shorter than the leaves, lax to nodding; peduncle ex- 
ceeding the rachis in length, adorned below the middle 
with a single lanceolate-linear bract; rachis abbreviated, 
fractiflex. Floral bracts narrowly triangular-lanceolate, 
inconspicuous, membranaceous. Flowers ‘‘intricately 
marked with dull red on greenish-yellow background.’”’ 
Sepals and petals spreading and strongly revolute, with 
prominent nerves. Lateral sepals lanceolate-elliptic to 
lanceolate-oval, 11.8-11.8 mm. long, 4.1—5.4 mm. wide, 
dorsally carinate at the apex and usually apiculate, more 
or less asymmetric. Dorsal sepal oblanceolate to oblan- 
ceolate-elliptic, obtuse sometimes with a dorsal mucro at 
the apex, 10.5-12 mm. long, 3.5-4.2 mm. wide. Petals 
oblanceolate to oblong-oblanceolate, 11-12 mm. long, 
3.2—-4.6 mm. wide, acute to rounded and slightly retuse 
at the apex. Lip triangular-ovate in general outline, 
somewhat contracted above the middle on each side caus- 
ing the lip to appear slightly trilobulate, retuse at the 
apex, cordate at the base, 8.1-11.2 mm. long from base 
of auricles to tip of lobules, 9.5-13 mm. wide below the 
middle, with irregularly crenulate margins except toward 
the base; disc with a prominent, central, fleshy, broadly 
clavate-elliptic callus which is deeply bisulcate at base 
and extends to the apex of the lip. Column adnate to 
the disc of the lip nearly to its apex, strongly dilated 
above, with an oblique retrorse tooth on either side of 
the apex, about 7 mm. long dorsally. Ovary with a more 
or less distinct vesicle at its summit under the lip. 
Epidendrum Skutchit is a close ally of £.ledifolium 
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A. Rich. & Gal. and of E. propinguum A. Rich. & Gal., 
but is separable from both by the very different callus of 
the lip, by the broader petals and by the presence of a 
more or less distinct vesicle at the summit of the ovary. 
Great variability is shown both by the vegetative growth 
and floral characters in specimens of the same collection. 


Guatemata: Department of Quiché, Nebaj. Epiphyte on mossy 
trunk leaning over stream. Altitude 6,200 feet. November 19, 1934, 
Alexander F. Skutch 1715 (Tyre in Herb. Ames No. 41510.) 


Epidendrum cocléense Ames, Hubbard & 
Schweinfurth sp. nov. 

Herba epiphytica, longe scandens. Caules laxe ra- 
mosi, vaginis omnino obtecti. Folia disticha, lineari- 
lanceolata, rigida, acuminata, acuta. Inflorescentiae 
perbreves, 2- ad 3-florae, basi bracteis paucis imbrican- 
tibus ornatae, Bracteae florales conspicuae, convolutae, 
ovarium pedicellatum paulo superantes. Sepala lateralia 
ovato-oblonga, obliqua, apice dorso conspicue carinata. 
Sepalum dorsale lanceolato-oblongum, convexum. Pet- 
ala lineari-oblanceolata. Labellum columnae valde ad- 
natum, simplex, cordato-ovatum, carinis tribus medianis 
ornatum. Columna generis. 

Plant (our specimen incomplete) scandent and up 
to 2.5 m. long according to the collectors. Stems spar- 
ingly branched, entirely concealed by tubular sheaths; 
terminal branchlets provided below with closely imbri- 
‘ating sheaths and above with leaves. Leaves distichous, 
linear-lanceolate, up to 10 em. long and 6 mm. wide 
below the middle (in our specimen), acuminate, acute 
to apiculate, rigidly ascending, very coriaceous, with the 
mid-nerve more or less sulcate above and carinate be- 
neath. Inflorescences very short, 2- to 3-flowered, sub- 
tended by two to three closely imbricating conduplicate 
‘arinate sheaths. Floral bracts conspicuous, convolute 
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around and surpassing the pedicellate ovary, strongly 
carinate above, up to 13 mm. long. Sepals and petals 
rigid-nervose. Lateral sepals ovate-oblong, asymmetric, 
about 9 mm. long and 3.5 mm. wide, acute, prominently 
carinate near the apex dorsally. Dorsal sepal lanceolate- 
oblong, 8-8.4 mm. long, about 8 mm. wide, subacute to 
obtuse, strongly convex, slightly carinate above dorsally. 
Petals linear-oblanceolate, 7.7-8 mm. long, 1.8-2 mm. 
wide, subacute to obtuse. Lip simple, adnate nearly to 
the apex of the column, cordate-ovate, obtuse, subcon- 
duplicate, 5 mm. long (from the middle of the base to 
the apex), about 4.7 mm. broad near the base when ex- 
panded; dise provided with three low fleshy keels of 
which the central keel is much more prominent, each 
lateral keel dilated at the base into an erect semirhombic 
lamina and at its apex convergent with the central keel. 
Column short, very stout, dilated above, crenate-dentate 
at the summit, 4 mm. long, slightly reflexed in the 
middle. 

Epidendrum cocléense is an ally of E. ramosum, but 
differs in having a tricarinate lip and acuminate acute 
(often apiculate) leaves. 


Panama, Province of Coclé. Lower portion of valley and marshes 
along R. Anton. El Valle de Antén. About 500 meters altitude. 
February 2, 1935. A. A. Hunter & P. H. Allen 389 (Tyen in Herb. 
Ames No. 41863.) 
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NOMENCLATORIAL NOTES. IV. 
BY 
CHARLES SCHWEINFURTIL 


Ornithidium anceps Reichenbach filus Beitr. 
Orch. Centr.-Am. (1866) 75. 

Ornithidium neglectum Schlechter in Fedde Repert. 

Beihefte 19 (1928) 242. 

From the evidence of analytical drawings of the 
types of these species supplemented by the descriptions, 
it appears to us unwise to retain specific separation. 

The leaves which are partially relied on for separa- 
tion, seem identical. The flowers of O. anceps are de- 
scribed as pale ochre-colored, while those of O.neglectum 
are described as white with golden-yellow lip. The only 
other notable discrepancy appears to be in the callus and 
mid-lobe of the lip, a discrepancy which seems negligible 
in view of the many specimens of O. anceps we have 
examined, 


Reprinted August 1966. 
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